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NAME Kevin Baker Nationality: Irish

Summary

Kevin Baker is a senior multi-disciplinary research leader, with over fifteen years’ experience at a broad
range of international organisations in the UK, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Southeast Asia, having started a
career in financial services communications and research roles. Excels in research, monitoring and
evaluation, and research uptake. Currently self-employed as a research consultant with UNICEF and
previously employed as Senior Research Advisor at Malaria Consortium, one of the world's leading,
evidence-led, not for profit organisations. Led successful teams of research professionals to plan and
conduct multi-country impact and implementation evaluations, focusing on evidence generation on
malaria, neglected tropical diseases and maternal and child health innovations and interventions. Highly
published and academically qualified, with a PhD in Pneumonia Diagnostics and currently affiliated to
Karolinska Institute in Sweden. Special Advisor to the Lancet Global Commission on Medical Oxygen
Security.

Relevant Experience & Expertise

e Built and led the research team for the $40m, paediatric seasonal malaria chemoprevention
programme at Malaria Consortium.

e Successfully increased research funding at Malaria Consortium by 80% over five years, securing
funding from a range of donors, ranging from GiveWell, BMGF, Unitaid, USAID and FCDO.

e Increased research outputs at Malaria Consortium by over 100% over five years

e Subject matter expert on evaluation design with extensive experience of designing and
implementing high impact quantitative and qualitative evaluations.

e Highly experienced in evidence synthesis, with over 40 articles in high impact peer review
journals and a regular presenter at international conferences (examples below).

e Advanced user of research software such as STATA; NVIVO; PowerBl; Dedoose and MaxQDA.

Education
e PhD, Karolinska Institute, Sweden
e MSc Public Health, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, United Kingdom
e MA in Communications, Kingston University, United Kingdom
e Bachelor of Business Studies, University of Limerick, Ireland

Relevant Experience

November 2024 - current, International Research and Evaluation Consultant, London, UK
Independent research and evaluation consultant with recent consultancies including a consultancy to
further develop global research priorities for malaria. Also, one to support Social Finance and the IPS
Grow programme, developing an access guide for NHS staff to increase engagement and access. Also,
supporting UNICEF implementation research programme in Malawi and Zimbabwe. Providing research
support to ProtonDX for their diagnostic innovation, Dragonfly.

December 2013 — November 2024 Senior Research Advisor, Malaria Consortium, London, UK

Provided leadership and technical direction to global and country teams in the design and
implementation of innovative programmatic and intervention evaluations focused on topic areas
including malaria, neglected tropical diseases (NTDs), pneumonia, maternal and child health. Led high-
level representations for the organisation to ministries of health and other national and international
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stakeholders and donors such as FCDO; UNICEF; BMGF; WHO; USAID; and Givewell. Worked in Nepal,
Ethiopia, Nigeria, Uganda, South Sudan, Mozambique, Chad, Togo and Burkina Faso.

October 2008 — September 2012, Research & Programme Director, PT Foundation, Malaysia

As Programme Director, successfully won and managed the first, award-winning, multi-country
community system strengthening Global Fund programme in Southeast Asia with a total budget of $8m
over 5 years. The role included managing an external grants’ programmes to support the development
of community-based organisations and building digital platforms to better support community
development and mobilisation. Further led the team who conducted evaluations to map the target
populations and evaluate the programmes, which consistently achieved top scores when independently
audited.

October 2008 — September 2012, International Development Consultant, Southeast Asia
International global health consultant across several national and international organisations,
developing and implementing a variety of projects and programmes supported by the Technical Support
Fund of UNAIDS and the International HIV/AIDS Alliance. Projects included developing a five-year
strategic plan for PT Foundation in Malaysia to advocacy capacity development for HIV organisations in
Myanmar. Extensive experience in the Asia-Pacific region, having worked in Malaysia, Indonesia,
Cambodia, Philippines, Myanmar and Thailand.
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Ethiopia. J Glob Health. 2024 Jan 12;14:04001. doi: 10.7189/jogh.14.04001. PMID:
38214911; PMCID: PM(C10801440.
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childhood pneumonia research priorities remain. The Lancet Respiratory Medicine.
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